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CNDV 5304- Gateway One
School Counseling Ethical Scenario

Please read the scenario on the next page and clearly respond to each question in your own voice and wording. 

1. What you believe the dilemma(s) to be. Fully explain each dilemma in relationship to relevant ethical standards, laws, and/or professional resources. 
2. Address how you would verbally respond to the principal (provide a dialogue or a description) when he shared his rationale with you regarding why Mary could not use the girl’s room. Also, discuss a rationale for your response (remember to consider the possible implications of your words). 
3. Address how you would have verbally responded to Mary (provide a dialogue or a description) when you brought her back to your office. Also, discuss a rationale for your response. 
4. What action(s) you would take and why for each dilemma (cite relevant ethical codes, address potential legal considerations, and use professional resources as appropriate to support your points). 
5. Reflect on the feelings you felt when reading the scenario. Describe how your personal feelings did or did not influence the way you responded to the principal (Question 2), responded to Mary (Question 3), and your proposed actions (Question 4). 


























Gateway One: Ethical Scenario

Mr. Smith is in his first year as a full-time school counselor working at a high school in a small, rural, Texas, town. During the first two weeks of class, a transgender freshman named Mary had been seeing Mr. Smith for help with transitioning from middle school to high school.  Mary’s assigned biological sex at birth was that of a male; however, she felt her assigned sex was not true to the gender in which she identifies. Mary began to transition her gender identity in 8th grade. Although in 8th grade, Mary still used the boy’s rest room. During the third week of class in high school, Mary began using the girl’s restroom. The principal received complaints from female students that a boy was using he girl’s restroom. As a result, Mary was written up and referred to the office. 

At the office, the principal explained to Matt (Matt is Mary’s birth name) that he was born a boy, and regardless of how he dressed, based on school policy, he must use the boy’s room. Mary was then sent directly back to class. 

After sending Mary back to class, the principal explained to Mr. Smith, and the only other school counselor at the high school, that it was just school policy. The principal also noted that “just between us guys” he “would never permit some sissy playing dress up to turn his school into a circus.” 

Immediately after speaking with the principal, Mr. Smith walked down to Mary’s class to bring her back to his office. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]While in the office, Mary expressed feelings of helplessness, rejection, and that she felt trapped. She explained that if she used the boy’s room, she would not feel comfortable because she identifies as a female. She further explained that if she used the girl’s room, and stayed true to herself, she would continue to be written up. Mary was also worried that if the school did not support her transition, and openly allow her to use the girl’s room, that her peers would never see her the way she sees herself. 
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